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UPCOMING DATES 

 
 
October 11th  

End of 1st Quarter  

 

 

October 12th  

Teacher Workday 
No School 
 

 

October 13th  

Teacher In-Service 
No School  

 

 

October 16th  

No School  

 
 
 

   A Message from Principal Dan Bollinger  
Hello PHS Families, 

I hope this message finds you well. It has been an exciting and memorable 
Homecoming Week at Palisade High School, and I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to share some highlights and discuss our focus on the International Bacca-
laureate (IB) learner profile trait of "knowledgeable." 

Homecoming Week Success 

Our Homecoming Week festivities were a tremendous success thanks to the col-
lective efforts of our students, staff, and parents. The spirit, enthusiasm, and ca-
maraderie displayed by the entire Palisade High School community was truly re-
markable. From the spirited pep rallies to the unforgettable athletic events and 
dance, it was a week filled with pride and school spirit. A special thank you to 
Jennie Stout who stepped in as Mr. Smith and his wife had a newborn little girl, 
and all the volunteers who helped make this week so memorable for our stu-
dents. 

IB Learner Profile Trait—Knowledgeable 

At Palisade High School, we are committed to fostering the development of well-
rounded individuals who not only excel academically, but also demonstrate a 
strong sense of character and global citizenship. One of the key traits we empha-
size as part of the IB learner profile is being "knowledgeable." 

Being "knowledgeable" goes beyond the acquisition of facts and figures; it's 
about developing a deep and lasting understanding of the subjects we study and 
the world we inhabit. It encourages our students to be curious, inquisitive, and 
critical thinkers who are not only well-versed in their chosen academic fields, but 
also aware of the broader context in which their knowledge can be applied. 

As parents, you play a vital role in nurturing this trait in your children. Encourage 
them to explore new ideas, read widely, and engage in thoughtful discussions. 
Emphasize the importance of being open-minded and willing to learn from differ-
ent perspectives and experiences. By doing so, you help shape them into knowl-
edgeable individuals who are prepared to tackle the challenges of an ever-
changing world. 

We are proud of the dedication our students and teachers have shown in em-
bracing the IB learner profile, and we will continue to foster an environment 
where each student can develop their knowledge and understanding to the full-
est.  
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October 2023 

Upcoming Events 

As we move forward in the academic year, please stay tuned for updates on upcoming events, parent-teacher 
conferences, and other important information. Your involvement and support are essential to our students' suc-
cess, and we value your partnership. 

Thank you once again for your participation and enthusiasm during Homecoming Week, and for your ongoing 
support of Palisade High School. Together, we are building a community of knowledgeable, responsible, and 
compassionate individuals. 

Best, 
Dan 
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OPTIONAL NMSQT –Wednesday, October 25th 
 

Who: Juniors looking to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship. The National Merit is extremely competi-
tive. More information can be found at http://www.nationalmerit.org 
 

How to Sign Up-Cost is $20 (fee waivers available to juniors who qualify) 
Students sign up and submit payment to the Budget Office 
 

Deadline to Sign Up: September 1st 
 

Date: Wednesday, October 25th  
Location: At PHS-Test begins at 8:00 am-Students need to arrive by 7:45 am and meet in the Library 
Additional Information: Bring calculator and extra batteries.  

 
COLORADO WESTERN SLOPE COLLEGE FAIR (ASPEN COLLEGE FAIR)-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1st 10:00-2:00 
The Colorado Western Slope College Fair (Aspen College Fair) is a great way to meet with college reps from 
across the nation. We will provide transportation for students-sign up in the Counseling Office. All attendees 
are asked to register on their website at www.cwscollegeoutreach.org 

 
ASVAB TESTING FOR MILITARY BOUND STUDENTS- OCTOBER 13TH 9:00 AM AT GJHS IN THE CAFETERIA 
This is a multiple-aptitude battery test that measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic 
and occupational success in the military. This test will be administered at Grand Junction High School, stu-
dents do not need to sign up. Just show up at 9:00 am! This a “blind” test meaning that students will get 
their scores and it will not be sent directly to recruiters. 

 
CONSTRUCTION TRADES CAREER TRIP-TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10TH 10:00-2:00 
Students have the opportunity to meet with experts and tradespeople from many areas of the construction 
and building trades world! This is a GREAT way for students to gain understanding (and maybe even job 
offers!) of these in-demand and high paying careers. Sign up in the Counseling Office. 

 
SENIOR WORKDAY-WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18TH 
Seniors will have dedicated time to work on college applications, search for careers and complete resumes! 
 

Counselor’s Corner  
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COLORADO FREE APPLICATION DAYS-October 17-19 
All Colorado colleges will waive application fees during this window. This can save students and families hundreds of 
dollars! All the details and application codes can be found here. Students are encouraged to start their applications 
through the colleges’ websites or the Common Application early, and then submit with the appropriate codes during 
the free application window. Counselors will be helping with this process during this time period and during our Senior 
Workday on October 18th. 

 
COLLEGE & MONEY NIGHT AT COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY (MEYERS BALLROOM)- OCTOBER 23rd 6:00-8:00 
College and Money night is hosted by CMU, but students do NOT need to be attending CMU in order to go to this 
event. Financial aid reps will talk about getting ready for FAFSA (it will open in December instead of the typical date of 
October 1st). Families will also learn about ASCENT, scholarships, and how to complete the first step of the FAFSA- your 
FSA ID. Students are encouraged to bring their families to this event! 

 
CONCURRENT INTEREST MEETING IN THE PHS LIBRARY- OCTOBER 25TH 11:00 AM 
This is a meeting for all students who are interested in taking concurrent classes at Colorado Mesa University of CMU 
Tech. You will learn about the courses you can take, the fees associated, and how to get registered! 

 
The Daniels Fund Scholarship 
The Daniels Fund Scholarship Program provides a four-year annually renewable college scholarship for graduating high 
school seniors in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming who demonstrate exceptional character, leadership, and 
a commitment to serving their communities. It is a “last dollar” scholarship that pays toward tuition and fees, room 
and board, books and supplies, and miscellaneous educational expenses. Scholars may attend any nonprofit accredit-
ed school in the United States. For more information, visit www.DanielsFund.org/Scholarships. This is a highly com-
petitive scholarship! APPLICATION WINDOW IS SEPTEMBER 15-OCTOBER 15 . 

Counselor’s Corner  
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The IB Middle Years Program (MYP) has a 

visual model of the teaching framework and 

is an excellent overview of an IB education. 

At the core of all IB programs is the learner 

profile. These traits include:  

Knowledgeable, Risk-Taker, Reflective, Com-

municator, Balanced, Thinker, Inquirer, 

Open-Minded, Principled, and Caring. Devel-

oping these traits in our students is the focus 

of the MYP at PHS. Surrounding the Learn-

er Profile core are the Approaches to Learn-

ing and the Approaches to Teaching. The 

Approaches to Learning skills are those 

which are necessary to be a strong learner 

both inside and outside of the classroom. 

These are the skills employers look for when 

hiring, as well as the skills necessary to be a 

contributing member of local and global 

communities: Thinking, Communication, 

Social, Self-Management, and Research. In-

struction in IB is focused on the intentional 

development of these skills. 
 

The Approaches to Teaching skills are the strategies PHS teachers utilize to provide engaging, relevant, and rig-

orous learning in their classrooms. As MYP teachers we collaborate and plan our instruction. We are mindful of 

best practices in assessment, differentiation, student collaboration, and inquiry. 
 

The next layer of the model shows equal distribution of each subject area. MYP at PHS is committed to provid-

ing broad, balanced, and connected courses. Students in MYP take each subject group concurrently to provide 

multiple opportunities to connect learning between the disciplines and receive a well-rounded education.  

Notice that an IB education is focused on the learner at the core. There is a commitment to prepare students to 

contribute to an ever-increasing global society and take action in their local community to "Think Globally, Act 

Locally."  

What is an IB Education?  
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Attention ALL Class of 2024 Graduates & Families... 

If you have any questions about Senior Photos, Quotes, or submitting them please contact PHS Yearbook  

at  Hannah.Martinez@D51schools.org or by calling 970-254-4800 ext. 25247  

mailto:Hannah.Martinez@D51schools.org
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October 2023 

News from the PHS Ski & Snowboard Club  

Dear Parents/Guardians,  

We are excited to offer discounted High School Season Passes again for the 2023-24 season to Powderhorn 

Mountain Resort! There are a few changes this year so please carefully read through the information below. 
 

Here are some details to keep in mind when making your purchase:  

• Students are required to pay a $5 Club Fee to Palisade High School in order to participate in the follow-
ing discounts. 

• All Checks should be made out to: Palisade High School Memo: Ski Club 

• Early bird pricing for HS Passes is $209.00, available until October 30th 

• The regular price HS Pass is $249.00, available from October 31st to December 15th 

• No HS Passes will be available beyond the December 15th deadline 

• Please submit the completed order form with payment by the deadline date directly to the accounting 
window at Palisade HIgh School. 

• Parents must fill out the season pass waiver using the attached printable form or online link here:  
SEASON PASS WAIVER LINK  

• No HS Passes will be available and there will be no additions or changes to rosters or invoices beyond 
the December 15th deadline 

• If students had a pass last year, Powderhorn can reload their pass this year and they do not need to 
come to the ticket office - WTP number (located on the bottom of pass) must be included on the order 
form 

• For any students purchasing a pass this year who did not have a pass last year, we need to take a pho-
to of them for submission to Powderhorn.  

• Please note there are no Buddy Passes or Partner Mountain Access included on HS passes 

• This program is for HS Ski & Board Club, or Outdoor Club, students and coaches only. Family members 
are not eligible. 

• Students who have already purchased a 23-24 season pass will be credited the difference in pass price. 
Credit may be used any used at all Powderhorn locations/departments excluding lodging. No refunds will 
be made. 
 

 Thank you and any further questions you have please direct them to me via email at   
andrew.torfn@d51schools.org 

PHS Ski Club Sponsor,  
Andrew Torfin 

https://my.1risk.net/1waiverKioskv2/?a=aHR0cHM6Ly9teS4xcmlzay5uZXQvcG93ZGVyaG9ybmFwaXwwMDJhMjkwMjFkNDQ0YmZkODQwZmFhZjQ5ODM5YmE1N3wzMg==
mailto:andrew.torfn@d51schools.org
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Are you interested in advertising in our newsletter? 
 

The PHS Newsletter goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families  
as well as to some of our Palisade Community members! 

Call 254-4800 ext. 25247 for pricing and more information today!  
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